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AFOA Forestry Field Tour- July 22, 2020 
 

“Forest Management: Making the best decisions for YOUR objectives” 
 

 Landowner objectives for the property: 1) Wildlife 2) Aesthetics, and 3) Timber 
-to promote quality turkey, quail and deer habitat through good forest 
management 

 All pine plantations were densely stocked, approximately 14 years old at first 
thinning 

 First thinned in 2010 
o objective to open canopy and get food/cover on the ground for wildlife 

and to promote growth of residual pines 

 Mid-rotation herbicide treatment 
o To control sweetgum and midstory hardwood competition, good for 

wildlife and timber production- $50-$65 per acre depending on 
prescription and application methods 

 Second thinning and patch clear cuts in 2015  
o objecitve to avoid canopy closure for wildlife and promote tree growth, 

patch clear cuts for diversity, nesting, bedding cover.  

 Longleaf plantings-chosen for wildlife benefits, early prescribed burning 
o Site prep 2016, planted 2017 

 Approximate cost 

 Herbicide $85/acre 

 Prescribed Burning/Firebreaks $50/acre 

 Container longleaf seedlings $110/acre 

 Planting labor $60/acre 

 Total cost = $305/acre, 544 trees/acre 

 Possible cost-share opportunities through NRCS, longleaf 
alliance 

 Herbaceous weed control spring after planting 

 Extensive inventory July 2020 to project and evaluate growth rates and internal 
rate of return 

 Prescribed burning on a 2-4 year return interval, checkerboard across landscape 
o Winter versus growing season burning depending on objectives 
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STAND_DESC, Comments

1, 2017 Longleaf planting-burned winter 2019
2, Herbicide only-early successional habitat
3, 1996 Loblolly-Thinned Twice- Herbicide-Winter Burn 2020
4, 1996 Loblolly-Thinned Twice-Herbicide,-June Burn 2020
5, 1996 Loblolly-Thinned Once
6, 1996 Loblolly-Unthinned
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